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Hereõs to a stable 2010! 
 

In Solidarity,  

Brian Fredline, 

President 

A s the new year begins, I 

thought it would be appropri-

ate to show how many challenges 

we endured in 2009, and how 

close disaster was. The following 

are excerpts from my December 

15, 2008 Life on the Line article. 

Oh how it brings back bad memo-

ries! 

ñThis is a defining moment for 

our industry and for our union. 

Our future hangs in the balance of 

the decision makers on Capitol 

Hill. In spite of all the bad news 

we have heard lately, there is 

cause for hope. The White House 

announced today that they would 

not allow the domestic auto indus-

try to collapse. The UAW is cau-

tiously optimistic that bridge fund-

ing will be given to GM that al-

lows operations to continue out-

side of bankruptcy until the new 

administration takes office. The 

TARP funding is now being con-

sidered in addition to the Treasury 

Dept. extending loans to the big 

three, and the latest numbers sug-

gest that the bridge funding could 

be anywhere between 10 and 40 

billion dollars. 

 Strange times make for 

strange bedfellows. Who would 

have thought that it would be the 

Bush White House to come to the 

aid of the domestic manufacturers 

and their workers? I know it may 

sound cynical but I believe that 

part of the motivation for ñBush to 

the rescueò is that he doesnôt want 

his legacy to include the collapse 

of an entire sector of the American 

economy. With unemployment 

spiraling out of control, a credit 

crisis, and a housing meltdown, 

this decision should be a no-

brainer. I really donôt care what his 

motivation is, as long as he writes 

the check. The other cause for 

hope is that on January 20th, there 

will be a new President in Wash-

ington that understands the need 

for an American industrial policy 

that supports the working men and 

women of this country, and we are 

confident that his economic stimu-

lus plan will begin our turnaround 

toward stability.  

As we begin 

this Christmas sea-

son, let us give 

thanks for the 

blessing we enjoy, 

and look forward 

to the New Year with a sense of 

renewed hope.ò 

Remember that? Here we are 

one year later and our plant is add-

ing a third shift and we have a new 

product. I know the New Year will 

hold just as many challenges as 

2009, but our challenges will come 

as a result of new people and new 

product, and not plant closing, lay-

off, transfers, and uncertainty. I 

used to say Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. I think for 2010, 

ñHappyò is a long shot, so hereôs 

wishing everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and a STABLE New 

Year!  

Union Meetings  

January 10, 2010 

 

General Membership 

7:00 pm 

 

Executive Board 

5:30 pm 

New Year wishes  

I  n keeping with the tradition of 

year end lists I thought I would 

begin the year with a list of my 

own. Here is my list of what I 

would like to see happen in 2010. 

10.  Politicians to quit fighting 

along party lines just to spite the 

other party and do what we elected 

them to do ï better America. 

9.   Americans to wake up and un-

elect politicians who arenôt doing 

their jobs. 

8.   Healthcare for everyone ï no 

one deserves to die because they 

canôt access care. 

7.   The ñNewò GM not to act like 

the ñOldò GM. 

6.   People to realize they canôt get 

anything for free, if we want better 

roads and schools we have to pay 

for it. 

5.   Peace. 

4.   A living wage for all ï no one 

should have to starve or be home-

less in one of the wealthiest na-

tions. 

3.   Equality in labor laws and the 

enforcement of them. 

2.   CEOs and managers to realize 

that they donôt make the products 

therefore they donôt make the prof-

its. 

1.   Solidarity amongst the rank 

and file. 

Hereôs to a better New Year! 

Scott A. Smith, 

Editor 

Detroit Red Wings 

And 

Kewadin Casino Excursion 

Tickets are still available at 

the Union Hall 

2510 W. Michigan Ave. 

Lansing 

517.372.4626 
For more information call Chair-

person Paulina Rodriguez at  

517/231-7648 

 or see a committee member: 

Phyllis Campbell, Kyle Fullhart, 

Marcia Griffin, Gary Howard, 

Kellyce Kelly, Geoffrey Kerley, 

Leonard King, Teresa Nelson, 

Retiree Steve Pifer, Daryl Smith, 

Brian Stead, and Tim Wilson. 



Womenôs Committee Chair Deb-

bie Dunlap would like to thank 

everyone who helped with the 

Childrenôs Christmas party. Marta 

Bobillo, Carmen Tejeda, Beverly 

McKelvey, Jerri Smith and Bill 

Smith for decorating the hall. The 

Union Label Committee for cook-

ing the hot dogs. Denny Cox for 

doing what you do. Danny Costilla 

and Paulina Rodriguez for all their 

help. Musicians Sam Warren, Lyle 

Birchman,  Brian Fredline and 

photographer Scott 

Smith, and anyone else 

who may have been 

missed. Thank you all. 
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