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Moving forward . . . togeth

would like to welcome all of our

new members who have recently
transferred to Lansing. Many of you
against your wishes but necessary in
order to support your family. Those of
you from Spring Hill being uprooted
from your homes, families and friends
is a huge challenge to undertake and I
wish you all success in getting settled
in as soon as possible. To all of those
who are traveling long distances from
Flint, Grand Rapids, Coopersville,
Saginaw and all other of those distant
communities in Michigan, I know that
the time you spend travelling to and
from work takes away a big chunk of
quality time you could be spending
with your family.

Honor King by helping Haiti

"Life's most urgent question is: What

are you doing for others?"
-- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s leg-
acy has always been about ordi-

nary people helping out others. In-
deed, it's why Monday's federal holi-
day commemorating his birth often is
referred to as "a day on, not a day
oft."

Walter P. Reuther Archives at Wayne
State University

UAW President Walter P. Reuther and
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. march for
civil rights in the 1960s.

From UAW members who did
their part to end apartheid in South
Africa to those who courageously
went to New Orleans to help rebuild
after Hurricane Katrina, many are
inspired by King's work and his vision
of solidarity with people who desper-
ately need help.

Had he not been felled by an as-
sassin's bullet in 1968, Jan. 15 would
have been his 81st birthday. One way
to carry on his legacy is to show soli-
darity with the disaster-stricken peo-
ple of Haiti. A poor, struggling nation
before the 7.0 magnitude earthquake
struck, the need now is tremendous.

It has been a struggle to stay posi-
tive about our future for the last few
months. It seems like everything
keeps crashing down around us.
When you consider how many people
are struggling just to survive we are
truly blessed with a steady income
and a job. Still, as autoworkers the
uncertainty frightens us all. Change
after change has eroded away a big
portion of our comfort and security,
leaving us to wonder what is next and
what will happen to us. Being new to
Lansing Delta Township and Local
602 can only add to the confusion.

When I became involved in our
union, I did so to try and make a dif-
ference, even if it was a small one. |
knew enough not to think I could
change the world. I care about and
only wanted to help my co-workers
and it frustrates me sometimes when |

UAW donates $500,000 to
help earthquake victims in
Haiti

The UAW has donated $500,000 to
the William J. Clinton Foundation
to help victims of the devastating
earthquake that struck Haiti on Jan.
12.

"The people of Haiti desperately need
food, water, medical care and hope,"
UAW President Ron Gettelfinger
said. "The women and men of the
UAW stand with thousands of other
organizations and ordinary citizens in
their desire to help the Haitian people
meet their basic human needs."
Former President Clinton, the U.N.'s
special envoy to Haiti, said Haiti
needs our short-term and long-term
support.

"I still believe that Haiti can move
beyond its troubled history and this
lethal earthquake to emerge a
stronger, more secure nation," Clinton
said last week. "But we can't do it
with government support alone: Ordi-
nary citizens must fill in the gaps.
Little donations make a big differ-
ence, and there are a number of or-
ganizations that will move the money
to where it's needed most."

There are many ways for people to
easily donate to help Haiti, including
by texting "HAITI" to "20222" to the
Clinton Foundation's Haiti Relief
Fund. A $10 donation will be
charged to your cell phone bill. One
hundred percent of the donations will
be used to help Haiti.
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can not get some-
thing to go the way I
think it should. But I
keep trying in the
belief that we as a
membership can re-
build our strength
and once again have a voice that is
heard and respected by all.

It doesn’t ma t
here for years, months, or just a few
days, every one of you is valuable,
needed, respected and has something
to contribute. If you have lost confi-
dence in the system do not lose confi-
dence in yourself. None of us are per-
fect or miracle workers, but all of us
working together, sharing our ideas
and encouraging one another WILL
move us forward in this uncertain and
continuously changing world that we
live in. Remember 63 years ago this
February a small group of men and
women working together defeated one
of the largest companies in the world
to launch the UAW.

n SOLLD(arLtU,
Bill Reed,
Vvice-President

Many groups are collecting con-
tributions toward relief and recon-
struction. They include:

Oxfam America
www.oxfamamerica.org

Doctors Without Borders
www.doctorswithoutborders.org

Grassroots International
www.grassrootsonline.org

American Red Cross
www.redcross.org

More relief organizations
www.networkforgood.org

Please consider giving what you
can.

A young Hai-
tian earthquake
victim is res-
cued. The death
toll from the
earthquake is
likely in the
tens of
thousands.

AP Photo
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http://www.clintonfoundation.org/haitiearthquake
https://re.clintonfoundation.org/SSLPage.aspx?pid=3869
https://re.clintonfoundation.org/SSLPage.aspx?pid=3869
http://www.oxfamamerica.org
http://www.oxfamamerica.org
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org
http://www.grassrootsonline.org
http://www.redcross.org
http://www.networkforgood.org/?source=YAHOO&cmpgn=NEWS
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hile leaving the North Ameri-

can Auto Show at Cobo Hall
on Monday, I was approached by a
man who handed me a small plastic
keychain shaped like the American
flag. He claimed to be from the Vet-
eran’s Admini

doubt of that) and asked for a small
some

donation. While I gave him
pocket change (again if I had
thought he was legit I would
have been happy to give more
to the Veterans) he mumbled
about my do
col d.”

I might have walked ten
feet when I thought to look at
the keychain and upon closer
inspection noticed it was
made in China! I told my son
to hold on and I went back to

the man and
wasn’'t right
American flag item made in
China,” and

him. He started to protest but
he admitted he knew it was
made in China. I than asked
him how is it right to ask for
money to support American
Veterans while handing out
junk made in China? I
pointed out the group of peo-
ple standing outside the doors
to Cobo Hall handing out
flyers and asked him if he
was aware of what they were
doing. He replied that he did-
n"t know what
I told him the fliers asked the public
to contact Toyota to protest closing
the NUMMI plant in California cost-
ing 50,000 jobs.

I went on to explain to him that
here is a company spending millions
of dollars in ad campaigns claiming
how fond they are of the American
worker, yet they are not hesitating to
pull out of the U.S. and leave those
workers on the street. I than asked
him how many jobs did he think were
lost in the overseas manufacturing of
those key chains, jobs that could have
been done by Americans, many of
them Veterans. He had no answer for
me.

As I was beginning to walk away
from him my 12-year-old son without
being asked gave his keychain back

and told the man
Editordéds not e:
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and would like to share it please
email it to me. We need to educate

right Just think about it
. . s our Spring
Union Meetings Hill Brothers
Feb. 21, 2010 and Sisters are get-
General Membership ting settled in, I
7:00 pm hope Local 602
members are helping
OEnxeCl(l.the BO?l‘dI | a Wake thejr transition
5: 30 pm go as smoothly as

possible. It has to be
pretty hard to leave your home and
family to move to a new plant. Many
of these folks are not just leaving their
extended families, but their immedi-
ate families, as
best to show them kindness.

Then, on the other hand, I hope
our Spring Hill Brothers and Sisters
understand that a lot of the Brothers
and Sisters at our plant feel threatened
by their arrival and the thought of the
possibility they will lose their jobs to
them. We must all work together so
we can all keep our jobs.

With the coming of our Spring
Hill Brothers and Sisters has come all
t he | ocal pedd]l
apartments and homes for rent or sale,
real estate agents, company and busi-
ness people, even pastors from some
of the
being good Samaritans. They are ask-
ing us to support them and utilize
their wares. The
“0 dc, as AW Brotias #nd Sisters,
is to ask them what kind of car they
drive and if it is buil* by an Ameriran-
based comyp-ny witli UAW represen-
tation. Because many of these people

o ¢ likely some of the same ones say-
ing GM workers make too much
money. Yet they are first in line to try
and get their share of the almighty
GM dol |l ar . " m
think, Brothers and Sisters.
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Center Class
Schedule

PC Basics : 2 Sessions,
January 25 & 27
Word level 1 : 4 Sessions,
February 1,3,8,10
Excel Level 1 : 4 Sessions,
February 15,17,22,24

Cownnle Swander,
Finawnetal Secreta ry-Treasurer

Power Point : 2 Sessions,
March 1 & 3 '
Basic Math and Science : . '
9 Sessions, A\ AL A \ an

March 2,4,9,11,16,18,23,25,30

Class times will be
3:30 PM to 5:00 PM
And
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L”/fe on the Line

www.local602.org
_ Deadline: Friday, 4:00 p.m.
rg itors:
cott A. Smith
scotty602recsec@aol.com
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3844
Or ema|I us at jlcadmin@acd.net

Or contact Tom Possehn

our members and fam|I|es to when
g h @ 3.31*132*216

somet hing roi

NOTE: A minimum of 5 students is
required for the class to run.

Production:

Suzzette Royston, OPEIU
suzzette4@hotmail.com
517-372-4626, ext 11.
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