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Ready to rumble

As our economy slowly recovers,
it is critical that Americans, sup-

port America, by purchasing goods
and services MADE IN AMERICA.
This is what you can do to help pro-
tect and defend our Nation:
Throughout the history of this
great Nation, we have always pro-
tected our Democracy and our Ameri-
can way of life. The Presidential oath
of office includes the promise to pro-
tect and defend our Constitution, we
protect our freedom of speech, we
protect our right to bear arms, we pro-
tect our borders, we protect our envi-
ronment, we protect our ports and
airports, we protect our citizens, we
protect our freedom, we protect our
homes, we protect our families, it
seems like we protect everything of
value in our lives. The only thing we
don’t
irony is if we d
omy allowing us to live the American
Dream, then we will have nothing left
to protect. The minute that we suggest
buying American or supporting do-
mestic manufacturers, the rest of the
world rises up with one voice and be-
gins to threaten a trade war. Well you

Donot

he Obama administration and

Democratic Congressional lead-
ers will be having discussions during
the next few weeks to iron out differ-
ences in the health care reform bills
that have been passed by the House
and Senate.
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know what |

The American economy
has always been, is now, and will for-
ever be, the economic engine that
pulls the global economic train, and
what drives the American economy?
The American middle class! For the
last decade we have turned our econ-
omy over to a bunch of free market
supply siders who have created a new
global expansion that has enriched the
rest of the developed world. China is
no longer a third world country
dressed in grey Mao jackets, they now
wear Armani and own everything
from our debt to our jobs. Corporate
America’s | owest
has shipped every American job off-
shore, destroyed our industrial base,
created record unemployment and
sent our Nation into an economic tail-

s ay ...Bterly corporate grofit(

in the history of the
universe, all on the
weakened backs of
the American mid-
dle-class.

You want a War, we will give
you one. Not a war of bombs or bul-
lets, but a war of dollars and dimes
fought by true patriots who purchase
domestic products. I truly feel that it
is high time we turn our vast re-
sources inward and start taking care
of the economic locomotive that pulls
the rest of the global train. To the rest
of the world, you can help us fix the

engindanddejog the ride,conunhadk i t y

your dead weight box car and slide
back down the tracks. Either way, The
American worker will prevail, the
American economy will recover, and

spin0 Wall Streetcthennhad thy audac-T hthés time, we will have the wisdom

Gtynto pay lalkions toedollars i@ bor
nuses to corrupt businessmen who,
through their irresponsible and reck-
less actions, caused the crisis in the
first place. It is no coincidence that
gas prices spiked to four dollars, four
months before the election, and oil
companies enjoyed the highest quar-
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Employee Beneficiary Associa-

tions (VEBAS) continue coverage

for pre-Medicare retirees.

The UAW and our progressive
allies believe it is critically important
that Congress act now to enact health

amdcthe mvill to protect it for future
generations.
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Brian Fredline,
President
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wealthy individuals to pay their fair
share. We continue to strongly oppose
the dangerous provisions in the Sen-
ate bill that would impose an excise
tax on health care plans. This would
force many plans to eliminate benefits
and increase co-pays and de-

These bills contain many

ductibles for working families.

important features that have

The Insurance Industry’s response to the Senate Finance Committee’s
removal of the Public Option from Healthcare Reform...

long been supported by the

. . 7. I'LL BE READING
UAW, including provisions FROM -
that will: A PREPARED CHA-CHING! THANKYOL.

e Extend affordable health
care coverage to most
Americans.

e Prohibit abusive prac-
tices by insurance com-
panies, such as denying
coverage to individuals
because of pre-existing
conditions.

e Contain health care costs
by reforming provider

STATEMENT...
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Call Congress Wednesday
January 13, 2010 at (877) 323-
5246

Please call your representatives
and senators to send them a
loud, clear message that we
want Congress to act now to
pass health care reform legisla-
tion. But we also want Congress
to reject the Senate provision
that would impose an excise tax
on health care plans.

£ s&y| You can use the following toll-

free number to place your calls:
(877) 323-5246

payment and delivery practices,
and by establishing exchanges to
facilitate cost effective coverage
for individuals and small busi-
nesses.

e Help employers and Voluntary

care reform legislation that includes
these key provisions.

At the same time, we believe it is
essential that health care reform be
financed through progressive meas-
ures that require employers and

The labor movement is organiz-
ing a national call-in day for Wednes-
day, January 13, 2010. So it is espe-
cially important that we generate
phone calls on that day.
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Hell Freezes Over: Rush
Limbaugh Loves Union
Hospitals and Socialized

Medicine

By Jessica Kutch

SEIU Blogger

Over the past year of Obama's
presidency, conservative

blowhard Rush Limbaugh has rou-
tinely mocked, distorted and even
invented various health insurance
reform proposals before Congress.
Given Limbaugh's blanket opposi-
tion to the new administration
(recall Limbaugh's public confes-
sion, "I want [Obama] to fail"), it's
hard to take Limbaugh's incessant
fear-mongering seriously - or even
tune in it at all. That was the case,
however, until Limbaugh used his
recent emergency hospital visit to
show that the U.S. health care sys-
tem is "working just fine."

On December 30th, Rush Lim-
baugh underwent an angiogram at
Queen's Medical Center in Hono-
lulu after complaining of sharp
chest pains. When Limbaugh exited
the hospital on New Year's Day, he
told reporters, "They found abso-
lutely nothing wrong. It was a
blessing. No arterial disease, no
-coronary disease whatsoever."

Limbaugh then turned to health
care reform, citing his Honolulu
experience as evidence that the
health care system doesn't need fix-
ing:

"Based on what happened to me
here, I don't think there is one thing
wrong with the American health
care system. It is working just fine,
just dandy."

We're thrilled to hear that Lim-
baugh appreciates Hawaii's exem-
plary health care system.

Here's why:

1. Hawaii is a shining example
of progressive health care reform.
In fact, Hawaii is so forward-
thinking that the Senate bill ex-
cludes Hawaii from some of its pro-
visions, because Hawaii's require-
ments on employers go farther than
the federal legislation.

Since 1974, Hawaii has
required all employers to
provide quality health care
benefits to any employee
who works 20 hours a week
or more. Because of Ha-
waii's increased coverage,
reports the New York
Times, "hospital and insur-
ance executives in Hawaii
say they have been able to
innovate efficiencies. For
instance, the state's top three
medical providers are adopt-
ing electronic medical re-

UAW Local 602 and the Conservation and Recreation Committee presents...

Kewadin Casino

Excursion
St. Ignace, Hessel, Sault Ste. Marie, &
Brimley
March 19, 20, 21 2010
$150 per person/double occupancy
Cash, money orders or checks made pay-

able to UAW Local 602

NO REFUNDS
Sign up at local 602 Hall NOW!

PACKAGE INCLUDES: DELUXE MOTOR
COACH W/MOVIES & SANDWICH
FROM HARRY®6S BARWR
NIGHT STAY AT KEWADIN CASINO
HOTEL IN SAULT ST. MARIE, BREAK-
FAST INCLUDED!
+PLUS+
GAMING PACKAGES AT ALL THE CASI-

NOS: ALSO-ONE $10.00 MEAL
VOUCHER AT ANY OF THE
KEWADIN RESTAURANTS AND TWO
BREAKFAST BUFFETs

DEPARTURE FROM UAW LOCAL 652
FRIDAY, MARCH 19™ @ 6 AM,

WILL ARRIVE @ SAULT ST. MARIE
APPROX. 4 PM

DEPARTURE FROM SAULT ST. MARIE
SUNDAY, MARCH 2157 1 PM WITH FI-
NAL ARRIVAL AT LOCAL 652 APPROX.
8 PM

Detroit Red Wings
Vs.
Chicago BlackHawks

Sat., Jan. 17, 2010
Joe Louis Arena
$70 each person

Includes: Ticket,
Transportation,
Voucher at game
for hot dog or slice
of pizza with pop or
water
*You are welcome to bring your own coolers

DELUXE MOTORCOACH
MOVIES ON BUS
PRIZE DRAWING
Bus will leave UAW Local 602 Union
Hall at 10:00am-TIME CHANGE!
2510 W Michigan Ave., Lansing, Ml
48917
Pay by cash, check or money order.
Checks made payable to UAW Local
602.
NO REFUNDS

For more information call Chairperson Paulina Rodriguez at
517/231-7648

UAW Local 602 Union Hall at 517/372-4626 or see a committee member: Phyllis Campbell,
KyleFullhart, Marcia Griffin, Gary Howard, Kellyce Kelly, Geoffrey Kerley, Leonard }
Teresa Nelson, Retiree Steve Pifer, Daryl Smith, Brian Stead, and Tim Wilson.

cords -- years ahead of most
mainland counterparts."

One reporter noted "the
medical system in Hawaii is
as close to socialized medi-
cine as there is in the United
States, and, much of the De-
mocrats reform bill is based
in the Hawaii system."

2. Limbaugh stayed at
Queen's Medical Center, where
nursing staff are represented by
the Hawaii Nurses' Association
(read: a labor union). The nurses
at Queen's are protected by their
contract, which adheres to the
ANA's safe-staffing principles guar-
anteeing appropriate staffing levels
for any patient care unit.

In fact, Hawaii has one of the
greatest percentages of organized
workers of any state and also had
the highest percentage of organ-
ized RNs. All private-sector acute
care hospital RNs are organized,
with just two known exceptions.
We're guessing this might have
something to do with why Lim-
baugh found the Hawaii hospital
staff's work so "confidence-
inspiring."

When Limbaugh was released
from Queen's Medical Center, he
cheerily noted, "The treatment I re-
ceived here was the best that the
world has to offer."

THANK YOU ZoW IR R

The A. Phillip Randolph Institute

Would like to thank the Local 602
Community Services Committee
Chair Trent Bogle and the rest of the

committee, the Lans-
ing Labor Council,
and
their generous dona-
tions with which

Thanksgiving baskets were presented
to 18 families, 6 of which were UAW
families. Thank-you again for provid-
ing a Thanksgiving for those less for-
tunate families.

Roberta Cannon,
President—APRI
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